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A

 pocos días (¡al fin!) del comienzo de actividades del Consejo Técnico de la Contaduría Pública, resultan muy pertinentes las siguientes manifestaciones contenidas en las páginas 146 y 147 del capítulo quinto del documento preparado para el Centro para la Estabilidad Financiera y publicado por Prentice Hall, bajo la dirección de Alberto R. Musalem, titulado Capital Markets in the Southern Cone of Latin America: Convergence to International Standards and Integration:
“One important issue that deserves consideration is the way in which the adaptation of some laws indirectly related to accounting will need to be conducted during this transition. Indeed, the adoption must have a transaction harmonization process as its guiding principle and must assure a uniform format for said transactions. Minimizing the amount of regulatory arbitration will allow for the consolidation of the convergence, maximizing the transparency and quality of financial information.

The whole process of convergence requires a coordinated strategy of training the institutions and involved professionals. The change in customs and practices will create new challenges for the accounting profession. In this process, constant training, support and monitoring will be crucial and ultimately will determine the success of the transition. The creation of a Registry that certifies accountants and auditors to be qualified as experts in IAS/IFRSs could be a factor to take into account for putting together incentives and generalizing knowledge. At the same time, introducing the subject matter in the pertinent academic fields in universities and diverse training centers would fulfill the work of creating and assimilating a generation of accountants and auditors to these new rules.

Lastly, for the politicians and governing institutions of the profession, the international standards will need to be updated constantly. This will require the creation of suitable mechanisms at the domestic level -if necessary, with regional coordination- so that accounting does not become dysfunctional. The experience in implementing standards that Argentina made at the end of last decade and the subsequent setbacks are clear examples of the need for adopting a methodology in this continuous process of adaptation to international standards (5). Finally, the principles and actions of the plan for implementation, which was made in Argentina in 2008, have elements of significant relevance for its development, and at the same time, diffuse the tensions of the process of convergence.”
Aunque tales conclusiones fueron formuladas a la luz de la observación de los procesos adelantados en Argentina, Brasil, Chile y Perú, creo que son aplicables a Colombia. Como un proceso de convergencia fracasa sin la participación de todos, el reto es capacitar y entrenar a todo un País, evitando que el conocimiento se use equivocadamente como instrumento de discriminación.
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