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E
n las conclusiones del artículo Bridging the Gap: Design Suggestions and Remediation Insights from a Curriculum Change in the Financial Accounting Series, escrito por Brockbank, Bryan G., Sisneros, Craig A., Spencer, Angela Wheeler, Stroud, W. Adam, publicado por Issues in Accounting Education, 07393172, Nov2023, Vol. 38, Fascículo 4, se lee: “It is clear from our experience that a bridge course to provide a foundation consistent with authentic learning and integrated into the curriculum is the preferred method to prepare students for Intermediate I, evidenced by higher initial assessment scores as well as higher exam scores throughout Intermediate I. We acknowledge that better performance in Intermediate I by students who completed a full-semester bridge course relative to students who completed a singular, standalone gateway exam is not necessarily surprising. However, evidence that the gains last well beyond the next course is somewhat surprising with higher GPA in subsequent accounting courses and greater retention of and conversion to accounting majors for bridge students. The combination of rigor, ability to use an ITS as a supplement to learning rather than a standalone solution, and the ability to create an authentic learning experience for the students make the bridge course an obvious choice when possible. If a bridge course is infeasible, perhaps remediation solutions should consider the elements of authentic learning in the proposed solution and be integrated into the curriculum as clearly as possible. Our evidence shows that an ITS solution for remediation or preparation should be supplemented and not relied on as a standalone solution. Although our context was limited to the financial accounting series of courses, we believe our evidence provides useful insights into effective course design and remediation efforts leading to challenging and critical courses within a series.” Muchas veces hacemos ajustes a los planes de estudio. A veces no responden al pensamiento epistemológico dominante, ni a las conclusiones de estudios rigurosos de la sociología. A veces queremos solucionar problemas económicos, de adherencia, de demanda de egresados, etcétera, con modificaciones de las asignaturas, resultando que luego advertimos que en verdad no hemos avanzado. Con frecuencia a tales disparates añadimos la falta o la utilización de pedagogías inadecuadas. En este artículo se plantea la eliminación de una doble asignatura para dar el paso a una verdaderamente intermedia. Estas asignaturas no se diseñan pensando solo en ellas, sino que se piensan desde un punto de salida a uno de llegada. Por ello se afirma “La combinación de rigor, la capacidad de utilizar un ITS como complemento del aprendizaje en lugar de una solución independiente, y la capacidad de crear una experiencia de aprendizaje auténtica para los estudiantes hacen que el curso puente sea una opción obvia cuando sea posible.” Hay dos partes que parecen necesarias: la teoría y la práctica. Lamentablemente ésta es muchas veces simulada, por lo cual los problemas son bastante lejanos a la realidad. Necesitamos que los profesores tengan y hayan tenido las mejores experiencias profesionales. Seguramente costarán mucho.
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